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As the spring semester 
progresses through the 
late-winter cold fronts, 
layoffs and the extent of job 
cuts will become clearer 
as enrollment data is 
finalized, UT-Brownsville 
officials say. 
Although the university 
quietly put out a news 
release on enrollment data 
Feb. 3, the figures that 
truly matter, student credit 
hours, when it comes to 
state appropriations have 
not been finalized. Layoffs 
are contingent upon the 
amount of funding UTB 
and TSC will receive from 
the Texas Legislature for 
the coming fiscal year 
because the institutions 
are no longer reporting 
their enrollment data to the 
Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board as a 
single entity. 
“The key factor is the 
semester credit hours 
and contact hours on 
the community college 
side,” said Dominic 
Chavez, senior director 
for External Relations 
at the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating 
Board. “It’s what we base 
formula funding off of. 
The way formula funding 
works is it’s a set pot of 
money the Legislature 
sets aside … There are 
two formulas: There is 
one for universities; there 
is one for community 
colleges. That money is 
then apportioned based on 
semester credit hours.”
A semester credit hour 
is a unit of measure 
representing an hour, or 
50 minutes, of instruction 
over a 15-week period in 
a semester or trimester 
system or a 10-week 
period in a quarter, 
according to THECB. 
To arrive at the 
number of credit hours 
a simple calculation 
is used. For example, 
Provost Alan Artibise 
currently teaches a 
government course with 
15 students. 
“It’s three credit hours, 
so it’s 45 student credit 
hours I’m delivering in 
that course (that’s how 
you arrive at it), or if it’s 
a one-credit course, you 
[multiply by one] or if it’s a 
four-credit course you do it 
by four,” Artibise said. 
THECB plays the middle 
man between institutions 
of higher learning and 
the Texas Legislature, 
as it gathers data from 
universities and colleges 
across the state. 
“Since the money 
technically flows from the 
Legislative Budget Board, 
the Coordinating Board’s 
role in this is to certify 
the data and make sure 
everything is accurate and 
the numbers are right, and 
then again that’s when the 
monies flow each fiscal 
year based on the data that 
is received,” Chavez said. 
UTB officials calculated 
rough estimates of student 
head count 
and of a post-
separation budget 
last semester. 
A decline of 49 
percent of students 




would drop from 
$173.8 million to 
$110.5 million. 
The smaller 
budget would be 
a consequence of 
fewer students 
attending UTB, 
ergo less state 
appropriations, tuition, 
fee, financial aid and grant 
revenues.
To arrive at these 
numbers, officials made 
basic assumptions: that 
the university would 
retain 100 percent of its 
graduate students and 90 
percent of upper-division 
undergraduate students, 
and only 50 percent or so 
of lower-division students 
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>>  There's change coming.
The grading policy at UTB/TSC will 
now include pluses and minuses.              
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“Nick has no 
arms and legs, 
but that did 
not stop him 
from doing 
everything he 
wants. Nick is 
one of my top 
role models.”
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Baseball season is here. 
See the weekend coverage 
on our redesigned website
utbcollegian.com
SAVE!
>> You can get discounts
at Bargain Furniture (PAGE 9)





> Charro Days brings 
Revue and Merienda  to Costumes 
of the Americas Museum.                                 
                                         PAGE 13
A young woman, her four 
daughters and two aunts 
were awakened at 1 a.m. 
Feb. 6 by loud banging on 
the window. Startled, the 
woman woke up to the smell 
of smoke and the sound of 
men shouting that her house 
was on fire. 
With the help of the 
four men, the family 
safely escaped the flames. 
However, the family’s house 
did not make it.
Amelia “Emily” Perez, a 
Sigma Psi Delta alumna from 
1998, lost everything in the 
fire caused by an electrical 
shortage, and needs help. 
Perez was in the process 
of insuring her house weeks 
before to the fire. She and her 
family are currently staying 
at a friend’s apartment. 
Perez is clearing the debris 
from her house and plans to 
rebuild it.
 “Maybe people will be 
willing to help me rebuild my 
house,” she said. 
St. Luke Catholic Church, 
LivingWay Church and 
School and UT-Brownsville’s 
Residential Life Department 
are taking donations on 
behalf of the family.
Nina Thomas, secretary 
at LivingWay Leadership 
Academy, said an account at 
Security First Credit Union 
has been set up. People can 
make monetary donations to 
Amelia Perez by calling 661-
4000 and giving the account 
number, 650743. 
Sigma Psi Delta sorority 
sisters are working on 
setting up a PayPal account 
for monetary donations.
“We are also having 
our children assist, they 
are bringing clothing and 
food,” Thomas said.  “We 
purchased backpacks and 
school supplies.” 
Thomas said The Good 
Neighbor Settlement House, 
churches and schools across 
Brownsville have been 
donating items to Perez.  “The 
whole community is coming 
together and assisting her.” 
LivingWay Church will 
sponsor a barbecue plate 
fundraiser on Feb. 19. Tickets 
are $6 each. Donations of 
clothes and non-perishable 
food can be made at the 
UT-Brownsville Casa Bella 
student housing complex 
office.
 Two of Perez’s daughters 
are size 14. The others wear 
sizes 10 and 7/8. Their shoe 
sizes are 6½, 6, 3½ and 1½. 
Perez’s dress size is 10 and 
shoe size, 6.
For more information, call 
Residential Life Housing 
Coordinator Debbie Ann 
Perez at 455-4009.
By Marlane Ashley Rodriguez 
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The numbers behind layoffs
SprinG  2012  enrollment
• 12,985 
SprinG  2011  enrollment 
• 13,836
tHe KnoWnS
Drop in StuDentS 
(after separation)
• 49  percent 
revenue 
• Current: $173.8 million
•Without TSC: $110.5 million
liKely  to  Be  affecteD
• "Several hundred people"
eStimateS
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SERVANT LEADERSHIP
The Office of Student Life hosts the third 
installment of its iLead series, titled “Servant 
Leadership,” from 1 to 2 p.m. today in the 
Student Union’s Salón Bougainvillea. The iLead 
series is for student organizations. For more 
information, call Student Development Specialist 
Stephen Cisneros at 882-5139.
UTB HEARTS VALENTINE’S DAY
The Office of Student Life, Campus 
Activities Board, UTB Radio and The 
Collegian will host “Blog Love” and “Cupid’s 
Corner” from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday in 
the Student Union’s Gran Salón. “Blog Love” 
will begin at 10 a.m. and will be a festival that 
features live blog content and an opportunity for 
students to voice their opinions. “Cupid’s Corner” 
will begin at noon and will feature Honolulu 
comedian Shawn Felipe. Other scheduled 
events, such as mock wedding ceremonies, 
speed dating, a chocolate fountain and live 
music featuring Knights of Phoenix and Tzu 
Gardens, will take place simultaneously.  For 
more information, call the Office of Student Life 
at 882-5138 or UTB Radio at 882-5838.
CRIMINAL JUSTICE WORKSHOP
The Student Success Center will host 
“Careers in Criminal Justice” from noon to 
1 p.m. Wednesday in Tandy Hall 113. Students 
will see highlights of the different career 
choices available in criminal justice. For more 
information, call the Student Success Center at 
882-8292.
DINGBATS
Dingbat Productions meets from 5 to 7 
p.m. each Wednesday in the Student Union’s 
Salón Gardenia. For more information, contact 
dingbats.utb@gmail.com
LATINO LEADERSHIP SERIES
José Ángel Gutiérrez, a UT-Arlington 
political science professor, will speak at noon 
Wednesday in the Student Union’s Gran Salón. 
Gutiérrez is a Chicano activist from the Chicano 
Movement of the 1960s who is the head of 
the Greater Dallas Legal and Community 
Development Foundation and founded 
Ciudadanos Unidos (hometown association), 
Obreros Unidos Independientes (labor union), 
Mexican American Youth Organization (MAYO) 
and the Raza Unida Party of Texas.  The lecture 
is sponsored by the Student Union. For more 
information, call the Student Union at 882-
5033.
‘HISTORY OF JAZZ’
The Department of Music commemorates 
Black History Month with a presentation 
titled “A Brief History of Jazz--Early 
Beginnings to 1959” at 8 p.m. Wednesday 
in the Arts Center. The evening’s performance 
and lecture includes selections from such jazz 
categories as New Orleans Dixieland, Chicago 
Dixieland, Big Band Swing, Bebop, Cool and 
Modal. The cost is free for Patron of the Arts 
members, $10 for non-members, $5 for seniors, 
children and UTB/TSC students with a valid 
ID. For more information, call Professor Terry 
Tomlin at 882-8885.
WHO’S WHO
The Dean of Students Office is accepting 
nominations for students wishing to be 
named “Who’s Who Among Students in 
American Universities and Colleges.” 
Applicants may be undergraduates or graduate 
students with UG’s maintaining a 3.0 in all 
coursework and graduates maintaining a 3.75 
in all graduate course work.  A minimum of six 
credit hours is required for consideration.  All 
students must not have a record of academic 
discipline, probation or suspension and must 
be members of at least one registered student 
club or organization. The deadline is Friday. 
For more information, call the Dean of Students 
Office at 882-5141.
STUDENT RADIO CLUB
The Student Radio Club meets at 1 p.m. 
Friday in the Student Union’s Salón Jacaranda. 
For more information, contact the-src@hotmail.
com.
SCORPION LAW SOCIETY
The Scorpion Law Society meets at 5 
p.m. every Friday in Cardenas Hall South 110 
(location may be subject to change). For more 
information, call SLS Secretary Miriam 
Aguayo at 203-2908.
SCORPION BASEBALL
The UTB/TSC Baseball Team will play Texas 
Wesleyan University at 1 p.m. Saturday on 
Scorpion Field. The event is free for students 
and $5 for non-students. For more information, 
call Sports/Information Marketing Director 
Ronnie Zamora at 882-2255.
PENCIL DRAWING CLASSES
Winter Texan and artist Vern Mauk 
conducts a Pencil Drawing Workshop from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday in the International 
Museum of Art and Science at 1900 Nolana 
St. in McAllen. Mauk will give tips and teach 
different techniques to participants. Beginning, 
intermediate and advanced artists are welcomed 
to register. The cost of the workshop is $35 
for members; $40, students; and $45, non-
members. For more information, call IMAS at 
682-0123
JOHN LEGUIZAMO
John Leguizamo, famous for his role as the 
“drag princess” Chi Chi Rodríguez in “To Wong 
Foo …” and Tybalt Capulet in Shakespeare’s 
“Romeo and Juliet,” will perform his award-
winning comedy act “Ghetto Klown” at 8 p.m. 
Feb. 21 in the McAllen Convention Center 
Auditorium, located at 1300 S. 10th St. Ticket 
prices range from $29.75 to $49.75. To purchase 
tickets, call Ticketmaster at (800) 745-3000.
CHARRO DAYS GOLF CARTS
The Office of Student Life will host the 
annual Mr. Amigo Golf Cart Parade at 10 
a.m. Feb. 23. The procession will start on the 
Student Union lawn and proceed down the 
Paseo to the Arts Center. Student organizations 
are encouraged to participate in the event. A 
$100 prize will be awarded to the most spirited 
student organization golf cart. Golf carts are not 
required to participate in the parade. For more 
information, call Student Development Specialist 
Stephen Cisneros at 882-5139.
ARTOPIA DEADLINE
The Student Union is looking for student 
artists interested in submitting artwork for the 
2012 Artopia exhibit to be held from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. March 5 in the Student Union’s Gran 
Salón. The deadline for submission is Feb. 27. 
For more information, call the Student Union at 
882-5033. 
ALL MAJORS JOB FAIR
Career Services will host a job fair for all 
majors at 10 a.m. March 1 in the Student Union’s 
Gran Salón. For more information, contact 
Coordinator of Student Relations Jaime 
Villanueva at jaime.villanueva@utb.edu.
DR. SEUSS’ BIRTHDAY
The United Way of Southern Cameron 
County Success By 6 program will host a Dr. 
Seuss Birthday Bash from 3-5 p.m. March 
2 at Dean Porter Park. There will be birthday 
cake, crafts and activities, parent resources 
and a book giveaway to the first 100 attendees. 
Dressing up as your favorite Dr. Seuss character 
is encouraged. For more information, call the 
United Way Success By 6 at 548-6880.
CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers are sought for the 52nd annual 
Rio Grande Valley Regional Science and 
Engineering Fair on March 2 and 3, to be held 
on the UTB/TSC campus. Volunteers will work 
both days assisting with project setup, guiding 
visitors and ensuring complete paperwork. 
For more information, call Hugo Montes, 
administrative secretary of the College of 
Science, Mathematics and Technology, at 882-
6676.
ESSAY CONTEST
As a part of “Let Your Voice Be Heard,” 
the Student Government Association will 
sponsor an essay writing contest asking, “If 
you had the opportunity to fix one (or more) 
thing(s) in UTB/TSC, what would they be? Why? 
What alternatives would you provide to fix the 
problem(s)?” Winning essays will receive gift 
cards ranging from $50 to $125 from the Barnes 
& Noble Bookstore. Essays must be one to two 
pages long and submitted to sga@utb.edu by 
11:59 p.m. March 1. Winners will be announced 
March 6.
STEM SCHOLARSHIP
The Alliance/Merck Ciencia Scholars 
Program offers two levels of scholarships. 
The $2,000 Ciencia National Scholarship 
is available to students of Hispanic heritage in 
good academic standing, enrolled full time in 
an accredited college with a minimum grade-
point average of 2.75 and pursuing a bachelor’s 
degree in science, technology, engineering or 
mathematics. The Alliance/Merck Ciencia 
Scholars-High School Seniors $20,000 
scholarship is available to students of Hispanic 
heritage who are seniors attending high school 
in Brownsville, have a minimum GPA of 2.75, 
are in good academic standing and have applied 
or intend to apply for full-time enrollmentat 
an accredited college or university that grant’s 
bachelor’s degrees in STEM fields. Applications 
are available at alliancescholars.org. The 
deadline to apply is March 15.
  BILL COSBY
Comedian Bill Cosby will perform at 8 
p.m. April 13 in the State Farm Arena, at South 
10th Street in Hidalgo. Cosby’s career spans 
five decades and is most notably known for the 
popular ’80s sitcom, “The Cosby Show.” Ticket 
prices range from $42 to $57. To purchase 
tickets, call Ticketmaster at (800) 745-3000.
FREE TAX RETURN PREPARATION
Taxpayers who have low or limited income 
(under $49,000), individuals with disabilities, 
non-English speaking and elderly taxpayers 
can receive help to complete their tax returns. 
Volunteers will be available from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays, 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesdays and Wednesdays and 
9 a.m. to noon on Saturdays in room F9 of the 
ITEC Center, 301 Mexico Blvd. The service will 
continue through April 14, but will be closed 
during Spring Break. For more information, call 
882-4108.





The Gospel Mass Choir
In celebration of 
Black History Month, 
the Gospel Mass Choir, 
under the direction of 
Minister Donald Hamm, 
will perform at 6 p.m. 
in the SET-B Lecture 
Hall. Admission is free. 
For more information, 
call Brenda V. Valero 
at 882-5742.
Singles Awareness Day
Don’t be disgruntled 
if you haven’t got 
a better half to 
share commercially 
spawned holidays 
with! Every Feb. 15 
is National Singles 
Awareness Day. Get 
together with your 
other single friends 
and celebrate your 
independence.
Feel the Love
Student Life, CAB, UTB 
Radio and The Collegian 
host Cupid’s Corner/Blog 
Love from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
in the Gran Salon. Listen 
to Knights of Phoenix 
and Tzu Gardens, win 
some tickets for Bass 
Culture, participate in 
local campus blogs or 
play Valentine’s-themed 
games.
Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. Sun.
International Art
The Brownsville 
Museum of Fine Art 
hosts the final days 
of the 41st annual 
Student International 
Art Show from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
660 Ringgold St. 
The show concludes 








FarmerTron and local 
DJs will perform in 
the second annual 
Border Block Party 
from 7 p.m. to 1 
a.m. at Galeria 409. 
Tickets are $10.  
Want your event to be featured? 
Submit event information one week 
in advance, before 5 p.m. Tuesday 
to collegian@utb.edu. First come 
first serve, but student organization 
events are given preference. 
--Compiled by Michelle Serrano
Feeling ‘Blu’?
Electro DJ Sydney 
Blu performs from 10 
p.m. to 2 a.m. in Minta 
nightclub, 946 W. Price 
Rd. Miami-based Blu is 
a top 10 performer on 
Beatport.com, garnering 
nods from electro 
heavyweights such as 
Tiesto, Paul Van Dyk 
and Deadmau5. For 




The Music Department 
hosts a concert featuring 
the music of visiting 
composer Kawai Shiu 
from 3 to 5 p.m. in the 
Arts Center. Kawai is the 
recipient of composition 
awards such as the 
Vienna Modern Masters’ 
Orchestral Recording 
Award and the SCI/ASCAP 
Student Composition 
Commission Award.
The Collegian is the 
multimedia student newspaper 
serving the University of 
Texas at Brownsville and 
Texas Southmost College. 
The newspaper is widely 
distributed on campus and is 
an award-winning member of 
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An article about the upcoming yesplus 
workshop published in the Feb. 6 issue of The 




The current grading 
system in place at UTB/
TSC, which has faculty 
logging in flat letter grades 
at the end of the semester, 
will be replaced with a more 
refined scale in Fall 2012, 
university officials say.
Instead of submitting a 
flat A, B, C, D or F, faculty 
will now be expected to 
utilize a scale that divvies 
grade points more precisely. 
Beginning in Fall 2012, the 
grading system will have 
letter grades that have 
pluses and minuses: A+, A, 
A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, 
D, F, each of which carries 
a different number of grade 
points. 
“I think it’s a very 
outdated A, B, C, D policy,” 
said UTB Provost Alan 
Artibise. “ … I get a 95 in 
my course and you get a 91 
and we get the same [letter] 
grade?” 
The change comes out of 
Deans’ Council, in which 
it was brought to officials’ 
attention that the current 
A, B, C, D, F system with no 
distinctions was not a fair 
representation of students’ 
effort, Artibise said. 
Under the current 
system, a student receiving 
a 90, which equates to an 
A, in a course will receive 
all four grade points per 
semester credit hour, just as 
a student in the same course 
earning a 98 or 100 would 
get. Under the new system, 
a student earning anywhere 
between a 90 and a 92.9, 
or an A-, will receive 3.67 
grade points per semester 
credit hour compared to a 
student receiving an A (93-
97.9) or an A+ (98-100), 
both of which ultimately 
equal four grade points. 
However, a difference 
arises when a student scores 
in the lower letter ranges: A 
B- would get someone 2.67 
grade points, a B would 
garner three grade points, 
and a B+ would earn you 
slightly more--3.33 grade 
points per semester credit 
hour. Similarly, a C+ (77-
79.9) lands a student .33 
grade points above the 2 
points a flat C (73-76.9) 
would get someone, and a 
C- (70-72.9) would mean 
1.67 grade points per 
semester credit hour. 
“This grading scale, 
which is used by many, 
many institutions across 
the country, allows students 
to be recognized for that 
extra effort, so that’s really 
the only difference,” 
said Janna B. Arney, 
associate vice president 
for Academic Affairs. “… 
That C+ may not look as 
good as the B, but at the 
same time the B person 
earned it.”
Asked if the previous 
system caused grade 
inflation, Arney replied: 
“Grade inflation would 
imply that students are 
being given grades for less 
work, and that was not the 
case in the old system. … 
I personally don’t agree 
with that causing grade 
inflation but I do think 
the new system answers 
the concerns of students 
Letter        Grade Points       100-Point Scale
THE NEW SCALE
February 13, 2012
the collegian ON CAMPUS | 3
By Rene Cardona Jr.
THE COLLEGIAN
Retirement Income Specialist
Bob Richardson CLU, ChFC
REGISTERED FINANCIAL CONSULTANT
(956) 542 - 1775
Investment Advisor Representative with and Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through 
Transamerica Financial Advisors, Inc (TFA) member FINRA, SIPC and a Registered Investment Advisor.





Association Vice President 
of Administration 
Normalinda Reyna has 
been appointed vice chair of 
the executive committee for 
the University of Texas State 
Student Advisory Council. 
Reyna, a junior 
communication major, was 
nominated by the chair for United to Serve, 
Xavier Johnson, the student government 
president of the University of Texas at San 
Antonio.
Reyna will work closely with the 
University of Texas System board of regents 
starting in May, when she will consider 
recommendations from the UT System.
 “My title entails … being active when the 
chair isn’t,” she said. “I’m in charge of the 
‘United to Serve’ project ... a service project.”
New Business
In its meeting last Tuesday, the SGA 
approved Resolutions 9, 13 and 14. 
Resolution 9 allocates $250 for prizes in the 
“Let Your Voice Be Heard” essay contest.
Resolution 13 approves participation in 
the campus’ Feb. 23 Mr. Amigo festivities 
through the decoration of a float at the cost 
of no more than $200.
Resolution 14 approves an allocation of 
no more than $550 for the disbursement 
of food and educational materials for the 
Spring Break Luau scheduled for March 7.
Proposed amendments to the university’s 
Handbook of Operating Procedures were 
scheduled to be discussed during last 
Thursday’s meeting of the SGA’s executive 
officers. Any questions the group may 
have will be presented to Judicial Affairs 
Coordinator David Mariscal during the 
next session of the senate.
The SGA meets at 3:15 p.m. each 
Tuesday in the Student Union’s Student 
Organizations Room.
 See GRADES, Page  6
SGA officer to serve on UT System panel
Normalinda Reyna
A+         4.0              (98-100)
A           4.0              (93-97.9)
A-          3.67             (90-92.9)
B+         3.33             (87-89.9)
B           3.0              (83-86.9)
B-          2.67             (80-82.9)
C+         2.33             (77-79.9)
C           2.0              (73-76.9)
C-          1.67             (70-72.9)
D+         1.33             (67-69.9)
D           1.0              (63-66.9)
F            0               (Below 60)
New grading policy to be 
implemented in Fall 2012
Editor’s Note: New 
academic initiatives will be 
implemented in the coming 
semesters as UT-Brownsville 
makes the move to become 
an autonomous university. 
Ensuring success of 
incoming freshman classes 
stands as the main goal of 
the different directives, and 
The Collegian will report on 
these in a three-part-series. 
By definition, a blog is written information and 
opinions of an individual or a group of people on the 
Internet. The purpose of a blog is to unite the community 
through different and similar outlooks.
Student Media’s The Collegian and UTB Radio will 
demonstrate that cyber communication from 10 a.m. to 
noon Wednesday in the Student Union’s Gran Salón. The 
event, “Blog Love,” will include a live demonstration of 
the newspaper’s and radio station’s blogs.
Bloggers will showcase their work for 10 minutes each 
on stage. The purpose of the event is to get the name of 
the blogs out to the public. 
 “We’re trying to promote the blogs,” said Rene Cardona 
Jr., Collegian editor. The Collegian’s blog, Babelitical, a 
play on “babel” and “political,” includes written opinions 
and information from the staff. The blog is posted on 
www.utbcollegian.com.
The newspaper’s blog covers a range of political topics, 
from knowing your elected representatives to a piece on 
House Bill 2218, which 
bans the teaching of 
any historical events 
concerning  discrimination of races or overthrowing the 
U.S. government. 
Cardona said he wants to get the readers more involved 
with The Collegian’s online content. There will be several 
segments showcasing what the blog has. 
“The whole purpose of the blog is to have an unhindered 
communication channel between the publication and 
reader,” Cardona said.  “There are not supposed to be any 
barriers or any filters there, so we’re really trying to push 
for that community involvement.”
Leslie Barrientos, UTB Radio’s station manager, said 
the station will showcase “Faux Trend,” a fashion blog; 
“Colorful Minds,” about independent artists and crafters; 
“The Scoop,” news, entertainment and special events; 
and “The Playlist,” which features musicians. 
“We hope to make it an annual thing,” Barrientos said 
about Blog Love. 
Cleiri Quezada, UTB Radio news and information 
manager, said “The Scoop’s” blog showcase will have 
a Valentine’s Day theme, featuring three students: one 
being single and happy, one single and unhappy and one 
in a relationship. 
After filming the student’s daily activities, Quezada 
will conduct an interview on their personal lives. 
“It will be a fun little clip for Valentine’s,” she said. 
Love and blogs 
in the air  
Student Life, CAB and Student Media 
to host Valentine’s Day event  
By Marlane Ashley Rodriguez 
THE COLLEGIAN
 See LOVE,, Page  6
@ utbcollegian.com
Get linked to Babel-itical and UTB Radio's weekly blog lineup.
WHEN: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Tuesday
WHERE: El Gran Salon
BLOG LOVE & CUPID'S CORNER
By Michelle Serrano
THE COLLEGIAN
Growing up in a homogenous community in 
Brownsville, I was aware of the phenotypic differences 
between myself and my darker-skinned 
grandmother. Her hair was tight and curly 
and her beautiful face was comprised of a 
full nose and lips. She couldn’t describe 
her background 
further than a 
generation back in 
Veracruz, Mexico. 
The narration, as told to 
me in anecdotal accounts 
by my mother, was that my 
grandmother’s mother was an 
orphan.  
My grandmother, by all family 
accounts, was black but was 
born in Mexico and spoke fluent 
Spanish. 
This brings me to the point 
of this column, which is to illustrate the importance 
for Latinos to understand Black History Month in 
the context of our own backgrounds--which are very 
similar. An incomplete history is something that is not 
uncommon to many who share ethnic ties to Mexico or 
Africa. The vast differences in our racial composite on 
the other hand, describe a cosmic miasma of history 
which is not often completely understood.  We artificially 
construct our identities to the way we look, but what if we 
look like a lot of different people in our lineage?  
Policymakers and corporate heads homogenize 
“Latinos” as one common voice when, in fact, we have 
such varying ethnic, historical and political backgrounds 
that it may be offensive when these entities speak to us. 
Through homogenization comes a marginalization of 
people whose personal stories are forgone for the benefit 
of filling out a government document.
And how would you label yourself? Those who seek 
to scale the socioeconomic strata 
through individualism will be 
happy to tell you they have “Spanish 
blood,” especially if they have a 
permanent tan. In that same token, 
none of the blowhards I know in 
this place have ever volunteered 
information detailing the origins 
of their dark skin. In fact, the 
epithet “indio/india” is one that 
hurts feelings, as my mother would 
often describe to me as she would 
recount the name that her light-
skinned sister-in law would call her 
behind her back.
The rampant preference to be one over the other can 
best be illustrated when a baby is born. A Hispanic 
family member coos over the newborn, crying out “’Ta 
bien clarito!” or “He’s so light-skinned!”
Have we internalized a subconscious aversion against 
dark skin?
Haiti, The Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Cuba, 
Productive at church
“This Valentine’s Day, I’m going to be 
spending it at church. I’m actually 
directing a play for my church 
about love relationships between 
husband and wife. I’m really 
psyched for it.” 
Victor Hinojosa 
Freshman nursing major 
Beach plans  
“For this Valentine’s Day, I plan on 
taking my girlfriend to the beach, 
and have a little picnic there. 
Hopefully, it’s not as cold as it is 
today, but that’s mainly it.” 
Ryan Williams 
Freshman communication major 
Spending time
“I’m spending the afternoon with my 
girlfriend at my house, we’re going 
to watch a movie and spend some 
time together. What’s really 
important about Valentine’s Day 
is being together with the person 
you care about the most. I’m 
going to make her dinner, watch a 
movie and be romantic with her.” 
Andres Zambrano 
Freshman business major 
Not just Valentine’s Day 
“My plans will be like any other day. Just go to 
school, study, go home and eat. 
It’s not a special day for me. I 
don’t think Valentine’s Day is a 
holiday; it’s more of a ritual. I 
don’t think Valentine’s Day is 
the only day you should treat 
your woman or girlfriend special. 
…  I don’t think one day out of the 
year should be just for her, it should 
be every day.”  
Ramiro Martinez 
Sophomore psychology major 
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What are your plans 
for Valentine's Day?
I have many role models I could write 
about. Of course, my parents are one of 
them, but recently, I went to a conference 
and met somebody quite spectacular. 
A few months ago, a friend invited me 
to see a man named Nick Vujicic. At 
first, I did not recognize the name, but 
afterward, I went home and searched for 
him on YouTube. I saw a video of him in a 
conference that made me cry. Nick has no 
arms and legs, but that did not stop him 
from doing everything he wants. Nick is 
one of my top role models because he has 
courage, perseverance, and especially a 
great attitude. His motto is, “If you try a 
100 times and fail, then don’t stop. Keep 
trying and don’t let anyone stop you.”
Samuel Escobar
English 1301.08
“I began the first week of 
the semester, commemorating 
Martin Luther King Jr., an iconic 
figure and role model to many 
in American society, by asking 
my Composition I students to 
write a brief paper during class 
about their favorite role models 
and people who inspired them. 
The vast majority of the students 
wrote about their parents. 
Spellbound and riveted, I realized 
many students had a story to tell 
and could tell a good story. These 
stories offer hope and inspiration 
to those searching for purpose 
and meaning to life during a 
 Commemorating our unsung heroes
Editor's Note: In honor of Black History Month, every week, The Collegian  will run an inspirational story 
written by students in Amy Frazier's English 1301 class. 
flagging economy rife with uncertainty.”
--Amy Frazier
Assistant Professor, English Department
 See DNA, Page 6
TWEET  IT
Tell  us your beef 
via Twitter. 
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ALLEN, Texas--One 
day after Rick Santorum’s 
startling breakthrough in the 
presidential race, his few aides 
decamped to distant states 
to start building campaign 
organizations from scratch. It 
was evidence of his challenge 
in converting sudden 
momentum into victories in 
the rush of contests ahead.
“We definitely are the 
campaign right now with the 
momentum, the enthusiasm 
on the ground,” the former 
Pennsylvania senator said 
Wednesday, hours after 
capturing Republican 
caucuses in Minnesota and 
Colorado and a non-binding 
primary in Missouri.
“We feel like going forward 
we’re going to have the money 
we need to make the case we 
want,” he said.
To replenish his coffers, 
Santorum arranged a 
weekend of fundraising 
events in California. It’s good 
timing, too: In the day since he 
won last Tuesday’s contests, 
Santorum raised more than 
$1 million as donors started 
to take a second look at his 
candidacy. He plans to start 
campaigning in Washington 
state today, and then Ohio 
and Michigan in the following 
days.
At the same time, aides 
conceded he was making 
little or no effort in the 
caucuses in Maine that ended 
last weekend, and they are 
still working on plans for 
competing in primaries in 
Michigan and Arizona on Feb. 
28, as well as the delegate-
rich, 10-state Super Tuesday a 
week later.
Santorum’s caucus 
successes vaulted him ahead 
of Newt Gingrich into second 
place in the competition 
for Republican National 
Convention delegates. The 
Associated Press count 
showed Mitt Romney leading 
with 112 delegates, followed 
by Santorum with 72, former 
House Speaker Newt Gingrich 
with 32 and Texas Rep. Ron 
Paul with 9.
“I believe that conservatives 
are beginning to get it, that we 
provide the best opportunity 
to beat President Obama,” 
Santorum said, a jab at both 
Romney and Gingrich.
Yet he came under fresh 
attack during the day from 
Romney as a supporter of 
earmarked federal spending, 
and a resumption appeared 
likely soon in the ad wars 
that so far have worked 
to the advantage of the 
better-financed former 
Massachusetts governor.
“We’re always going to 
have a huge spending gap, 
but money can’t buy people’s 
hearts,” said Ron Carey, an 
unpaid volunteer who was 
Santorum’s chief adviser 
in Minnesota and whose 
car served as a travelling 
campaign office.
“He has a huge upside when 
people get to know him,” 
added Carey, a former state 
party chairman.
Even so, an AP analysis of 
year-end spending reports 
showed Santorum may have 
to stretch to cover all the 
states that vote in the next few 
weeks.
While current figures are 
not available, he reported 
that at year’s end he had 
a 10-member campaign 
payroll at a quarterly cost 
of $49,000--the smallest of 
any of the Republicans in 
the race. He also is helped by 
paid consultants and unpaid 
volunteers, as are other 
candidates.
By comparison, Romney 
reported a 92-member staff 
and a quarterly payroll of 
$1.3 million. Gingrich said 
he had 23 paid aides, at a cost 
of $279,000, and Paul, who 
has yet to win a primary or 
caucus, paid $381,000 for a 
staff of 33.
President Obama reported 
a 430-person campaign staff, 
which cost $4.7 million for the 
final three months of 2011.
Santorum downplayed his 
financial disadvantage during 
remarks to a Republican 
women’s club outside Dallas.
“We’re not going to win this 
race the way Gov. Romney 
has won the states he’s won 
already, by outspending 
his opponent by 5-to-1 and 
beating them up. He’s not 
going to outspend Barack 
Obama 5-to-1,” Santorum 
said. “How are you going 
to win an election if your 
greatest attribute is ‘I’ll spend 
more money than the other 
person’?”
While Santorum plotted his 
next moves, Romney spoke 
with reporters in Atlanta, 
where he said he expects to 
do better in future contests 
in winning the votes of 
conservatives who delivered 
Santorum his triumphs last 
Tuesday night.
The former Massachusetts 
governor said the tea party 
movement was created to fight 
Washington insiders who 
spend too much. Santorum 
and Gingrich “are the very 
Republicans who acted like 
Democrats” when it came to 
spending in Congress, he said.
For his part, Paul hoped 
for a breakthrough of his 
own in Maine, and Gingrich 
campaigned for a second 
straight day in Ohio, one of 
the Super Tuesday states.
Speaking to a small 
audience of employees at a 
Jergens metal manufacturing 
plant in Cleveland, Gingrich 
said the United States could 
pay a terrible price if Iran 
develops nuclear weapons.
“Remember what it felt 
like on 9/11 when 3,100 
Americans were killed. Now 
imagine an attack where 
you add two zeros. And it’s 
300,000 dead. Maybe a half 
million wounded,” he said.
This is not the first time 
Santorum has awakened to 
new campaign energy in the 
2012 race, and he is not the 
only contender to have the 
experience.
He appeared to finish a 
surprising second in the lead-
By Brian Bakst 
and Jack Gillum
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New challenges follow Santorum big wins
 See SANTORUM, Page  6
On the heels of a three-state primary victory, Republican presidential hopeful Sen. Rick Santorum addresses a large crowd of 
supporters at a campaign event in Plano.
Cal Sport Media/associated press
Live Here, Save Money!
off Iowa caucuses a month ago, then sank in 
New Hampshire’s primary a week later and 
seemed to disappear.
Gingrich, too, was the candidate on a roll 
after he stunned Romney with a double-
digit victory in South Carolina on Jan. 21. He 
was buried in Florida 10 days later under an 
avalanche of attack ads from Romney and 
Restore Our Future, an organization that 
supports him.
Taking note of Santorum’s triumphs last 
Wednesday, Gingrich said the party could 
convene next summer without any candidate 
in control, the first that would have happened 
since 1940.
In a fundraising letter to supporters, 
Santorum appealed to conservatives and--in 
a jab at Gingrich--likened his situation to the 
one Ronald Reagan encountered in 1976 when 
he challenged President Gerald R. Ford for the 
GOP nomination.
Reagan lost the first eight primaries, 
Santorum wrote, and “the media and the 
establishment made fun of his campaign; they 
said he had no shot, and told him to get out 
of the race.” But then he won several states 
and carried his campaign into the convention, 
where he ultimately lost.
Each segment and blog will have a 
Valentine’s Day component. “Faux Trend” 
will showcase a blog on Valentine’s Day 
outfits, “Babelitical” will have a political 
skit on corporate love and “The Playlist” 
will have two bands performing romantic 
songs. 
 From noon to 2 p.m. Student Life and 
the Campus Activities Board will host 
Cupid’s Corner in the Gran Salón. The 
event will feature “marriage” booths for 
couples and speed dating for singles and 
a performance by Honolulu comedian 
Shawn Felipe. 
The bands Knights of Phoenix and Tzu 
Gardens will perform from 1 to 2 p.m. 
There also will be a chocolate fountain for 
a sweet treat.
“The whole purpose of the event is to 
host a little Valentine’s Day for our students 
here on campus,” said Monica Alvarado 
Revuelta, manager of the Student Union.
For more information on the event, call 
Cardona at 882-5122 or Alvarado Revuelta 
at 882-7035.
Brazil and, yes, even Mexico harbor more 
than just a geographic location. They 
are all the homes of an African diaspora 
who have gone on with their lives and 
amalgamated with the mestizos into 
what  José Vasconcelos dubbed “La Raza 
Cósmica.” 
America first?
Racial chauvinism offends the 
sensibilities of nationalists who argue 
that “it was other Africans who sold 
blacks to slaveholders” or “if the local 
people weren’t savvy enough to utilize 
the land, then they deserved to have it 
plundered from beneath them.” Arizona 
banned ethnic studies for young children 
because officials did not support the idea 
of “stirring the pot,” for fears of it creating 
more harm than good. What if we brought 
ethnic studies to Texas? Who wants to 
hear about the Texas Rangers eliminating 
Mexicans from their legally acquired land 
(through death) in South Texas or the theft 
of Brownsville from heirs of José Narciso 
Cavazos through unfair legal tactics by 
steamboat magnate Charles Stillman? 
Controversial statements such as these 
threaten the fabric of modern society and 
are suppressed, but even so--a ripple effect 
should be given credence from these and 
a litany of unfortunate events in the U.S. 
that have affected all minorities. 
Minorities share similar histories of 
oppression by a developing America, but 
hail from different locations and thus, 
ethnicities. The facts as they are today 
are that a predominance of blacks and 
Hispanics live in poverty, fill more prisons, 
drop out of school more often and do not 
consistently participate in politics. Is it a 
lack of identity or heritage that has brought 
minorities to this? 
Reactionary politics may pinpoint the 
symptoms but overlook the cause of our 
national problems. Without knowledge 
of how we got here, we cannot set a 
destination to improve as the human race. 
If you don’t have anything to believe in, 
then you don’t have anything to dream and 
if you can’t dream, then where is the hope 
in that? 
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Name: The Student Radio Club (S.R.C.) 
Purpose: To support local music by providing an outlet for 
them among their college peers and the community. 
Established: Fall 2010 
President: Carlos Solitaire III 
Vice President: Robert P. Ruiz 
Treasurer: Derek Castro 
Parliamentarian: Jesus Calvillo
Secretary: Omar Teddy Mascorro
Photographer: Jonathon de los Santos
Adviser: Susie Cantu, Student Media Coordinator 
Activities: Cram ’n’ Jam Toy Drive and Rock ’n’ Beats Free Music Festival 
Meetings: Noon every Friday at the Student Union’s Salon Jacaranda 2.22
Dues: $10 annually
--Compiled by Marlane Ashley Rodriguez
Members of the Student Radio Club include (from left) Jonathon De Los Santos, Parliamentarian Jesus Calvillo, Treasurer Derek 












Continued from Page 3
DNA
Continued from Page 4
in a meaningful way where it gives people 
the opportunity to have that extra notation 
when they earned it.”
Students who aim to barely get by with 
a C might be in trouble, said freshman art 
major Javier Chavarria, but he’s unsure at 
this point how the new grading policy will 
impact his own academic success.
“Well I’m not sure, more less, if it will 
affect me personally but it could in the 
long run,” Chavarria said. “Like I said, just 
that sliver of less points that you’re getting 
could make a difference in your overall 
grade and GPA as well.” 
Grade-point averages will be impacted 
because the new system breaks down the 
points to one hundredths. 
Although students who work hard to skid 
into the low-90s range will be “cheated 
out” of .43 grade points, freshman general 
studies major Michael Olvera said, there is 
a silver lining. 
“I think it will make people do better; it 
really would,” Olvera said. “With a 70 you 
would get a 2.0 and now you get a 1.67, 
so that’s not really good. So people would 
really have to improve themselves as a 
student and a person, in general. It will 
make them want to strive and work harder, 
and that will carry on throughout their life 
since we’re young people and we’re just 
starting.” 
On the other end, a few faculty members 
underscored that the change to the new 
grading policy is not mandatory. 
Because of the difference in grade points 
given to students, especially graduate 
students, will benefit, said Sharaf Rehman, 
chair of the Communication Department. 
“Professors using multiple-choice-item 
tests that render a more objective score 
for students may find it more useful,” 
Rehman said via email about the new 
grading policy. “On a hundred-item test, if 
one scored 90 and another student scored 
98, the choice is easy: 90 is A-, 97 is A+. A 
student with a higher score should get the 
benefit. In the old system both students get 
[an] A. Of course it may not be as easy if 
a professor is grading term papers where 
number of pages, organization of ideas, 
presentation of arguments, and grammar 
etc. may influence assigning a grade.” 
GRADES
Continued from Page 3 Christopher peña/collegian
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“Imagine growing up 
watching your parents 
going to school every 
day. Now, imagine your 
father teaching you about 
education even though 
he does not know what 
an education looks like 
because he never had 
one,” said Héctor Tobar, 
a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
journalist and an author. 
“Imagine the feeling of 
watching your parents 
getting their diplomas and 
then you will know how my 
childhood was like.”
On Feb. 6, Tobar 
addressed an audience in 
the Student Union’s Gran 
Salón and signed copies 
of “Translation Nation,” 
the book selected as the 
University College’s initial 
common reader in Fall 
2011.
“It is a great honor for 
me to have my book as 
part of the introduction of 
your university education,” 
Tobar said. “My book being 
an instrument of learning 
is the highest honor I can 
imagine for myself as a 
writer.”
The author described 
his book as “an attempt to 
stress the importance of 
being proud of where we 
came from.”
Tobar, a columnist for 
the Los Angeles Times, has 
traveled across the country 
to places where Latinos live 
to tell the stories of their 
communities.
“Unless you know what 
it’s like to have your family 
separated by a wall or a 
river, or to be separated 
from who you can be by 
economic circumstances, 
unless you’ve lived and felt 
that, you really, really can’t 
describe it,” he said.
Tobar, whose Guatemalan 
parents emigrated to the 
U.S. shared the paths he 
followed to become a writer. 
“I was a pre-med major, 
but at the very first semester 
of my education, there 
was a course everybody 
had to take,” he said. “It 
involved reading about 
Latin American history and 
I decided that that was my 
passion.”
The author graduated 
with bachelor’s degrees 
in sociology and Latin 
American studies.
“But life isn’t a straight 
line,” he said. “Sometimes 
you get detours that 
are actually really good 
because they lead you to 
something.”
After his first job as a child 
care worker, Tobar started 
to write articles for free for 
a Los Angeles newspaper 
called El Tecolote.
Tobar said he was 
“hooked” but knew that 
his “lousy public school 
education” had not 
prepared him.
 “So I’ve spent the whole 
rest of my life trying to 
make up for that education 
in literature and writing 
that I never had,” he said.
Tobar, who won the 
Pulitzer in 1992 as part of 
a team covering the Los 
Angeles riots, is known 
as “the stylist” at the L.A. 
Times because of his 
colorful and muscular 
prose.
“I’ve dedicated my life to 
be the voice for people who 
have experiences like mine 
and for learning this craft 
of writing,” he said.
Tobar’s first book, a 
novel titled “The Tattooed 
Soldier” (Penguin Books, 
1998), tells the story of a 
Guatemalan immigrant 
who comes to the United 
States to flee civil war in 
Guatemala; one day, he 
sees the man who killed his 
wife and son and plans his 
revenge.
“I could have actually 
made more money cutting 
lawns than writing this 
novel,” he said. “But the 
satisfaction of having a 




2005), his second book, 
encourages its readers to be 
proud of where they come 
from because that is their 
source of strength.  
His third book, “The 
Barbarian Nurseries” 
(Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux, 2011) is about an 
undocumented immigrant 
woman who is unjustly 
charged with kidnapping.
Tobar is writing a fourth 
book, whose working title 
is “God, the Devil and 33 
Men,” about the rescue of 
the Chilean miners who 
were trapped for 69 days in 
a copper mine.
“All the things that I 
thought were sad and 
tragic about my life were 
really gifts to me,” he said. 
“My writing is an effort 
to capture that feeling, of 
building the truth of where 
I came from and give it a 
voice.” 
After the presentation, 
the writer answered 
questions from the 
audience.
Carlos Zurita, a senior 
sociology major and fan 
of Tobar, was among the 
attendees.
“I read his last novel and I 
am a big fan,” Zurita said. “I 
came [to the presentation] 
because one of my teachers 
commented about it and I 
asked him permission to 
leave the classroom to meet 
him. This is the first time I 
meet a writer.”
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1401 East Washington Street
Brownsville, TX  
(956) 982-0445
www.talecrisplasma.com 
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Wednesday:  8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
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Earn $100 this week 
Donate your plasma at Talecris Plasma Resources to 
help save the lives of patients worldwide and earn 
up to $100 this week as a new donor.
By Viridiana Zúñiga
SPANISH EDITOR
Telling the Latino story
Héctor Tobar shares his life experiences in lecture
The Student Union invites 
students and members of the 
community to submit their 
artwork for the fourth juried art 
exhibit Artopia.
“We are taking 2-D and 3-D 
pieces of art,” said Patricia 
Longoria, assistant director of the Student Union. 
The exhibition will take place at 6 p.m. March 5. The 
deadline for submissions is Feb. 27. 
 “A judge will come in during that week and will judge 
the show,” Longoria said. “Whichever ones they feel that 
should be put into the show will go in and then the others 
will need to be picked up.” 
Samantha Garcia, director of the Gallery at Rusteberg 
Hall, will judge the show.
 “We’ll take as many [entrants] as we can get,” Longoria 
said. “Where the cutoff is going to be is when the judge 
comes in to jury the show.” 
Each artist can submit two entries. 
Weight and size restrictions include:
--3-D pieces must not be heavier than 200 pounds 
--2-D pieces must not be heavier than 50 pounds
--Pieces must not be larger than 48x60 inches and no 
smaller than 14x16 inches.
--Installations must no be larger than 10x3x8 feet.
There will be one winner per category. Best 2-D will 
receive $75; Best 3-D, $75; and Best of Show, $150.
“You will need an entry form to be able to submit,” 
Longoria said. 
For more information about submissions, email 
Longoria at patricia.m.longoria@utb.edu or call her at 






Héctor Tobar, author of 
“Translation Nation: American 
Identity in the Spanish-
Speaking United States” 
speaks about his literary and 
journalistic work during a 
lecture Feb. 6 in the Student 
Union’s Salón Gardenia.
Héctor AguilAr/collegian
“All the things that I thought were sad 
and tragic about my 
life were really gifts 
to me.”
Héctor Tobar
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      at Boca Chica   
      
     ℡: (956) 982-1888 
 
 
Happy Valentine’s Day 
www.lotuscafe.us 
☆ Cooked fresh by your ordering 
☆ Traditional table service 
☆ Amazing prices 
Dine-in, Takeout & Delivery 
2489 Boca Chica Blvd. 
情人節快樂
Experience the Best  














Live music, interviews, speed dating, mock weddings, a 








*giveaway ends at 10:30 am*
An anteater gestures during a scene from Imago Theatre’s “ZooZoo” Wednesday night in the UTB/TSC Arts Center. 
A fly-fearing frog (top) gets emotional support from fellow frogs during Imago Theatre’s “ZooZoo,” which entertained hundreds of 
people Wednesday night at The Arts Center. 
Miguel Angel RobeRts/collegian photos
Rabbits dance to the rhythm of flashing headlights in a scene from “ZooZoo.”
A night filled 
with animal antics
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Name: Crystal Hernandez  
Classification:  Junior  
Major: History education   
Clothing: blouse, A’gaci  ($20); blue jeans, 
American Eagle Outfitters, ($50); boots, 
Charlotte Russe  ($30)
Accessories: bracelets, homemade; 
necklace, Forever 21 ($15); ring, gift  
Who/what inspires your style? “I dress the 
way I feel when I wake up.” 
Describe your style in three words: 
“Chic, comfortable and girly.”
Name: Daniel Galarza   
Classification:  Sophomore   
Major: Respiratory therapy major      
Clothing: T-shirt, Banana Republic ($40); 
blue jeans, PacSun ($30); Macbeth tennis 
shoes, Journeys ($35)
Accessories: Vogue glasses, Vision Tech 
Optical ($185); beanie, PacSun ($6) 
Who/what inspires your style? 
“Music.” 
Describe your style in three 
words: “Chill, fly and hip.”
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TEXAS SHORTS
By the associated Press
The Brownsville City 
Commission has approved 
budget amendments to 
increase the salaries of 
firefighters and non-
collective bargaining city 
employees.
During its meeting last 
Tuesday, the commission 
approved a resolution 
amending the budget of 
its General and Airport 
funds to provide $408,766 
to firefighter collective 
bargaining employees. 
Deputy City Manager and 
Chief Financial Officer 
Pete Gonzalez told The 
Collegian last Thursday 
that the department 
lieutenants will receive a 
4.9 percent increase and its 
other employees will get a 3 
percent raise. 




approved a contract to 
reach an agreement with 
the Brownsville Firefighters 
Association on Dec.13, 2011 
for Fiscal Years 2011-2014.
The commission also 
adopted an amendment 
to provide cost-of-living 
adjustment (COLA) funding 
to non-collective bargaining 
city employees. A total of 
$575,588 was taken from 
the General, Convention 
and Tourism, Community 
Development, Landfill 
Tipping Fee Increase, 
Airport, Motor Vehicle 
Parking System, Public 
Transit, Brownsville Golf 
Center and 2008 C.O. funds 
to fund the pay increase. 
Gonzalez said this budgeted 
amount includes $477,771 
from the General Fund 
and remainder from other 
funds.
Several departments will 
provide their own additional 
funding for the COLA: the 
Community Development 
Fund, $14,868; Landfill 
Tipping Fee Increase Fund, 
$44,418; Motor Vehicle 
Parking Fund, $6,215; 
and the 2008 C.O. Fund, 
$4,550.
Gonzalez said that the 
COLA is for employees 
who have not received an 
adjustment in four years. 
Currently, the city has 732 
non-union employees. 
These workers will receive 




statements and cash 
investment reports for the 
first quarter ending Dec.31, 
2011. 
Gonzalez said that based 
on receipts from October 
and November, there was 
an increase in revenue from 
the Veterans International 
Bridge at Los Tomates after 
a five-year decline, Gonzalez 
said.
Cameron County shares 
its revenue from the bridge 
with the city.  
Gonzalez said the revenue 
increase from the Veterans 
Bridge for October and 
November totaled $17,407. 
The city has yet to receive 
payments from December 
2011 from the county.
“Building permits 
continue to raise steady,” 
Gonzalez said. “We had a 
very strong first quarter 
but that changed when you 
include January’s numbers. 
In sales tax revenue, 
the city saw a 5.95 percent 
increase for the first quarter 
of last year; however, this 
year it’s only a 2.22 percent 
increase.
“We’re still behind 
the 2008 number of 
$25,183,840,” Gonzalez 
said. “We’re getting closer 
and, hopefully, in 2013, 
we’ll be able to reach the 
2008 numbers.”
Unemployment continues 
to be a problem, he said. 
In 2011, the city had an 
unemployment rate of 
12.5 percent, compared 
with 11.7 percent in 2010, 
according to information 
from the Texas Workforce 
Commission.
Gonzalez said ad valorem 
taxes are the No. 1 revenue 
source for the city. He said 
68.43 percent of tax levy 
has been collected through 
the first quarter that ended 
in December, compared 
with 68.06 percent for the 
previous year.
Utilities expenditures 
increased 5 percent over the 
same quarter last year. The 
city has seen an increase 
in utility usage due to the 
newly opened Parks and 
Recreation Center and the 
Brownsville Multimodal 
Bus Terminal.
Gonzalez said that when 
the Brownsville Public 
Utilities Board pays cash 
transfers to the city, it 
reduces the utility usage the 
city has. The city has been 
able to reduce the cost of 
utilities in the City Plaza by 
29 percent.
The more the city saves 
in utilities, the more cash 
transfers it receives from 
PUB.
Hotel/motel tax revenue 
is down 19.48 percent from 
the same period last year, 
Gonzalez said.
In other business, the 
commission designated Feb. 
6-10 as School Counseling 
Week. Alma Leal, a 
professor in the Educational 
Psychology and Leadership 
Studies at UTB/TSC and 
president of the Texas 
Counseling Association, 
was among those accepting 
the proclamation.  
“I want to offer my sincere 
gratitude for making this 
week such a special one for 
us,” Leal said. “I know we’ve 
worked so hard.”
Leal also praised the 
crisis counselors of the 
Brownsville Independent 
School District for the work 
they did during the recent 
tragedies in the schools.
The commission also 
awarded a contract to 
Cooper Equipment of San 
Antonio for the purchase 
and delivery of one asphalt 
paver for the Public Works 




City Commission OKs pay hike for firefighters, non-union employees
CHRISTOPHER PEÑA/collegian
Alma Leal, a professor in the Educational Psychology and Leadership Studies Department at UTB/TSC and president of the Texas Counseling Association, thanks the Brownsville 
City Commission for designating last week School Counseling Week.
GULF OF AMERICA
JACKSON, Miss.--All the people outraged about the Mississippi bill to rename the 
Gulf of Mexico as the “Gulf of America” have missed its satirical intent, the sponsor 
said Thursday. State Rep. Steve Holland, a populist Democrat known for over-the-top 
gestures, said he was tickled that his provocation had rocketed across the Internet. 
Holland says the measure is meant to mock other bills that would crack down on 
illegal immigration. At least six such bills have already been assigned for committee 
consideration in the state’s current legislative session, and more could be on the way. 
BEEF PRICES GOING UP
LUBBOCK--Consumers can expect higher beef prices the next two years as ranchers 
nationwide begin to expand their herds from the lowest numbers nationally in 60 
years. Last month the U.S. Department of Agriculture reported the U.S. herd had 
declined to 90.8 million animals, the lowest since 1952. “We’re producing less beef so 
prices are going to go up,” Texas AgriLife Extension Service livestock economist David 
Anderson said. 
MARS TRIPS CUT
WASHINGTON--Scientists say NASA is about to propose major cuts in its exploration of 
other planets, especially Mars. And NASA’s former science chief is calling it irrational. 
With limited money for science and an over-budget new space telescope, the space 
agency essentially had to make a choice in where it wanted to explore: the neighboring 
planet or the far-off cosmos. Mars lost. Two scientists who were briefed on the 2013 
NASA budget that will be released this week said the space agency is eliminating two 
proposed joint missions with Europeans to explore Mars in 2016 and 2018. NASA had 
agreed to pay $1.4 billion for those missions. Some Mars missions will continue, but the 
fate of future flights is unclear, including the much-sought flight to return rocks from 
the red planet. 
DOGS ATTACK
FORT WORTH--Authorities last Thursday arrested the parents of an 18-month-old 
North Texas toddler who was attacked by the family’s dogs after crawling through a 
doggie door into the backyard, a sheriff’s department spokesman said. Chance Walker 
Sr., 26, and Patricia Walker, 23, were being held in the Tarrant County Jail on injury 
to a child charges. Their bond was set at $100,000 each. Online court records do not 
show that they have an attorney. The Walkers were taken into custody last Thursday at 
a house in White Settlement, Tarrant County Sheriff’s spokesman Terry Grisham said. 
The attack occurred on Jan. 30 at the child’s grandparents’ home in northwest Tarrant 
County, near Lake Worth.
W A S H I N G T O N - -
President Obama last 
Thursday declared that 
10 states are free from the 
No Child Left Behind law, 
allowing them to scrap 
some of the most rigorous 
and unpopular mandates 
in American education. In 
exchange, the states are 
promising higher standards 
and more creative ways to 
measure what students are 
learning.
“We can combine greater 
freedom with greater 
accountability,” Obama 
said from the White House. 
Plenty more states are 
bound to take him up on 
the offer.
The first 10 states to be 
declared free from the 
landmark education law are 
Colorado, Florida, Georgia, 
Indiana, Kentucky, 
Massachusetts, Minnesota, 
New Jersey, Oklahoma 
and Tennessee. The only 
state that applied for the 
flexibility and did not get 
it, New Mexico, is working 
with the administration to 
get approval.
A total of 28 other states, 
the District of Columbia 
and Puerto Rico have 
signaled that they, too, plan 
to flee the law in favor of 
their own plans.
Yet the move is a tacit 
acknowledgment that the 
law’s main goal, getting 
all students up to speed in 
reading and math by 2014, 
is not within reach.
The states excused from 
following the law no longer 
have to meet that deadline. 
Instead, they had to put 
forward plans showing 
they will prepare children 
for college and careers, set 
new targets for improving 
achievement among all 
students, reward the best 
performing schools and 
focus help on the ones 
doing the worst.
Obama said he was 
acting because Congress 
had failed to update the 
law despite widespread 
agreement it needs to be 
fixed.
“We’ve offered every 
state the same deal,” 
Obama said. “If you’re 
willing to set higher, more 
honest standards than the 
one ones that were set by 
No Child Left Behind, then 
we’re going to give you the 
flexibility to meet those 
standards.”
Republicans have 
charged that by granting 
waivers, Obama was 
overreaching his authority.
The executive action by 
Obama is one of his most 
prominent in an ongoing 
campaign to act on his own 
where Congress is rebuffing 
him.
Obama called President 
George W. Bush’s 
most hyped domestic 
accomplishment an 
admirable but flawed effort 
that hurt students instead 
of helping them.
No Child Left Behind 
was primarily designed 
to help the nation’s poor 
and minority children 
and was passed a decade 
ago with widespread 
bipartisan support. It has 
been up for renewal since 
2007. But lawmakers have 
been stymied for years 
by competing priorities, 
disagreements over how 
much of a federal role there 
should be in schools and, 
in the recent Congress, 
partisan gridlock.
For all the cheers that 
states may have about 
Obama’s action, the move 
also reflects the sobering 
reality that the United 
States is not close to the 
law’s original goal: getting 
children to grade level in 
reading and math.
Critics today say the 2014 
By Ben Feller 
and Kimberly Hefling
AssOCIATEd PrEss
Left behind: 10 states fleeing education law
 See CHILD, Page  12
are expected to remain at UTB. 
When students registered for Spring 
2012, they were prompted with several 
screens so UTB officials could begin the 
data-gathering process on who is a UTB or 
a TSC student. 
The application was developed internally, 
said Software Specialist in Administrative 
Computing  Abel de la Garza. Upon 
logging onto Scorpion Online, people were 
electronically divided into staff, faculty 
and students. Only students were given 
the screens inquiring about their home 
institution. 
Although students were asked what 
institution they wanted, the first factor 
taken into account was program of choice. 
Because UTB will be a university, it 
cannot, by law, offer any associate degree 
programs, such as paralegal studies or 
social work. Students pursuing those 
degrees would be filed under TSC (even if it 
is unknown if the college will offer them). 
Spring 2012 enrollment stands at 12,985 
students--851 students fewer than Spring 
2011, and the total credit hours similarly 
declined, according to UTB’s news release. 
However, spring enrollment figures, 
including the total credit hours, must 
be finalized and submitted to THECB 
by March 15. Until then, information on 
credit hours is unknown and officials are 
not allowed to speculate because of the 
importance of the figures to TSC and UTB, 
Artibise said.
“Those numbers are the numbers we 
are funded on for two years--despite what 
happens--and for colleges one year,” he said. 
“It’s absolutely fundamentally imperative 
we get the right number. Otherwise, I 
don’t get the money to pay people, so that’s 
why it’s so sensitive. Why it’s particularly 
sensitive now even though we are still in 
a partnership, halfway through that two-
year period, we separate so we will only 
be getting money for university students. 
We won’t be getting money for college 
students. If we guess wrong, we’ve created 
a huge problem.” 
Complicating the calculations is the 
uncertainty of TSC’s course and academic 
program offerings. 
“To get to the student credit hour 
number, we need to know is a university 
student taking that course or is a college 
student taking that course, and we don’t’ 
know what gen-ed courses TSC is going to 
offer, we don’t know what programs they 
are going to offer,” Artibise said.  
TSC has made a commitment to inform 
UTB and the community by March 1 what 
programs will be offered, the provost said.
“Right now we're at the stage of 
the strategic plan,” said TSC Board 
Chairman  Francisco “Kiko” Rendon. 
“[TSC President] Lily Tercero  has been 
meeting with community members, with 
business entities and students and faculty 
to develop the strategic plan. ... Once she 
has the strategic plan, from there is where 
the programs will be defined.”
Tercero could not be reached for 
comment. 
Depending on the figures that result from 
the number crunching being conducted by 
officials from Enrollment Management, 
Business Affairs and Academic Affairs, 
employees will be informed if they will be 
needed in the coming school years. 
“If you’re a first-year or a second-year 
faculty member, I can send you a note in 
December and say you have no job next 
fall,” Artibise said. “If you’re a third-, 
fourth-, fifth-, sixth-year person or a 
tenured person, I need to give you, by the 
end of this academic year, a year’s notice 
that you have one more year with us. … I 
will need to let faculty know by the end of 
April this year that as of the fall of 2013 we 
will not need you for one of two reasons: 
1. We no longer offer that program by law 
or because of our drop in enrollment. This 
will basically affect gen-ed areas; [2.] We 
anticipate that we will not have enough 
students to employ current faculty.” 
In an article appearing in the Feb. 6 issue 
of the Brownsville Herald, Artibise was 
quoted as saying several hundred would 
be affected by the reduced budget UTB 
is facing. The article caused University 
of Texas System Chancellor Francisco G. 
Cigarroa to issue a statement.
“The comments in today’s Brownsville 
Herald concerning a possible reduction 
in force at The University of Texas at 
Brownville are premature and very 
unfortunate. The UTB/TSC transition 
teams have yet to formally discuss details 
concerning any possible reduction in force 
at the institutions.  The university and 
surrounding community should know the 
UT System remains firmly committed to a 
smooth transition process that keeps the 
best interests in mind of the entire UTB 
community.”
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deadline was unrealistic, the law is too 
rigid and led to teaching to the test, and too 
many schools feel they are unfairly labeled 
as “failures.” Under No Child Left Behind, 
schools that don’t meet requirements for 
two years or longer face increasingly tough 
consequences, including busing children 
to higher-performing schools, offering 
tutoring and replacing staff.
As the deadline approaches, more 
schools are failing to meet requirements 
under the law, with nearly half not doing 
so last year, according to the Center on 
Education Policy. Center officials said 
that’s because some states today have 
harder tests or have high numbers of 
immigrant and low-income children, but 
it’s also because the law requires states 
to raise the bar each year for how many 
children must pass the test.
In states granted a waiver, students 
will still be tested annually. But starting 
this fall, low-performing schools in 
those states will no longer face the same 
prescriptive actions spelled out under No 
Child Left Behind, but instead will face a 
variety of interventions determined by the 
individual states. A school’s performance 
will also probably be labeled differently.
In Oklahoma, State School 
Superintendent Janet Barresi said last 
Thursday that teachers in Oklahoma 
schools will be able to focus more on the 
growth of individual children.
“In order to be successful under the 
old system, you focused on getting the 
students to just pass the tests so the school 
would show improvement to get their AYP 
status,” Barresi said. AYP, or adequate 
yearly progress, is a crucial measurement 
under No Child Left Behind.
The pressure will probably still be on 
the lowest-performing schools in states 
granted a waiver, but mediocre schools 
that aren’t failing will probably see the 
most changes because they will feel less 
pressure and have more flexibility in how 
they spend federal dollars, said Michael 
Petrilli, vice president of the Thomas B. 
Fordham Institute, an education think 
tank.
While the president’s action marks a 
change in education policy in America, 
the reach is limited. The populous states 
of Pennsylvania, Texas and California are 
among those that have not said they will 
seek a waiver, although they could still do 
so later.
Last Tuesday, Education Secretary 
Arne Duncan said states without a 
waiver will be held to the standards of No 
Child Left Behind because “it’s the law of 
the land.”
Some conservatives viewed Obama’s 
plan not as giving more flexibility to states, 
but as imposing his vision on them. Rep. 
John Kline, R-Minn., who chairs the House 
Education and the Workforce Committee, 
said last Thursday that, “This notion that 
Congress is sort of an impediment to be 
bypassed, I find very, very troubling in 
many, many ways.”
Duncan maintained this week that 
the administration “desperately” wants 
Congress to fix the law.
In an election year in a divided Congress, 
that appears unlikely.
Associated Press writer Ken Miller 
contributed to this report from Oklahoma 
City.
CHILD




Edad: 21 años 
Especialidad: Enfermería 
Clasificación: Estudiante de tercer año
Fecha de graduación: Mayo del 2014
Promedio: 3.30
Ciudad natal: Wauchula, Fla.
Pasatiempos: “Disfruto pasar tiempo 
con mis amigos, hacer ejercicio y 
practicar lucha libre”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Obtener 
una magnífica carrera, para así poder 
obtener un buen trabajo”. 
¿Cuáles son tus metas escolares: 
“Poder terminar todas mis clases, y 
graduarme con honores”.
¿Cuál es tu inspiración? “Mi mayor 
inspiración es poder proveer para 
la familia que tendré cuando decida 
casarme”.  
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? “Me 
gustaría poder llegar a ser el director de 
un hospital, en la ciudad de Houston, 
San Antonio o tal vez aquí, en el valle de 
Texas”.
¿Qué técnicas utilizas para 
estudiar? “Entre mis técnicas de 
estudio, están el leer acerca de los temas 
que el maestro va a instruir, escribir 
notas en los márgenes de las hojas, y 
leer todo el material por una segunda 
vez cuando se aproxime la prueba”.
¿Cuál es tu consejo para los 
alumnos de nuevo ingreso? “Es 
muy importante asistir a clase y prestar 
mucha atención, jamás debes dormirte 
en clase, ya que es fundamental estar 
alerta durante el tiempo de impartición 
de los temas a enseñar”.
Anécdota: “Cuando apenas ingresé a la 
universidad, estaba tomando una clase 
de historia, la clase era bastante grande y 
recuerdo muy bien que, en cuánto inició 
la clase el maestro nos preguntó que si 
habíamos leído el material que se nos 
había asignando. Entre toda la multitud 
sólo dos personas levantaron la mano 
en señal de respuesta a la pregunta del 
profesor. El maestro se enfadó tanto 
que nos pidió que nos retiráramos, y nos 
dijo que no nos iba enseñar acerca de 
algo de lo cual no teníamos idea alguna. 
Me sentí tan avergonzado, y creo que 
también toda la clase, a excepción de 
esos dos estudiantes aplicados”. 
--Recopilado por Jasmin Euceda
13 de febrero de 2011
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Una voz que cuenta nuestra historia
“Imagina crecer viendo a tus 
padres ir a la escuela todos los 
días. Ahora imagina a tu padre 
hablándote de la educación sin 
saber lo que la educación es 
porque nunca se la han dado”, 
dijo Héctor Tobar, ganador del 
premio Pulitzer de periodismo 
y escritor. “Imagina ver a tus 
padres recibir sus diplomas y, 
así, podrás entender mejor lo 
que fue mi infancia”.
El 6 de febrero, Tobar 
presentó su libro “Translation 
Nation” frente a una multitud 
en el Gran Salón de Student 
Union, con motivo de la 
selección de su libro como 
common reader de la escuela 
universitaria en otoño de 2011.
“Me siento honrado al saber 
que mi libro forma parte de la 
introducción de su educación 
universitaria”, dijo Tobar. “Que 
mi obra sea un instrumento de 
aprendizaje es el honor más 
grande que puedo imaginar 
como escritor”.
El autor describió su libro 
como “un intento para exponer 
la fuente de nuestro ser y 
nuestra fuerza: nuestro lugar de 
origen”. 
Tobar, por medio de su 
trabajo como columnista de 
Los Angeles Times, viajó por 
el país visitando latinos para 
compartir sus historias. 
“A menos que sepas lo que 
es ser separado de tu familia 
por un muro o un río; o ser 
separado de lo que puedes 
llegar a ser por circunstancias 
económicas, a menos que hayas 
vivido y sentido eso, no podrás 
describirlo”, dijo él. 
Tobar, oriundo de Los 
Ángeles, Calif., e hijo de padres 
guatemaltecos que emigraron 
hacia Estados Unidos, 
compartió con el público los 
caminos que lo llevaron a 
convertirse en escritor.
“Inicialmente fui estudiante 
de medicina, hasta que, gracias 
a los cursos básicos que ofrecen 
las universidades, me inscribí 
en una clase de estudios 
latinoamericanos”, dijo Tobar. 
“Fue entonces cuando decidí 
seguir mi pasión y conocer 
más acerca de la historia de 
mi comunidad y de países 
extranjeros”.
El escritor concluyó sus 
estudios universitarios con 
una licenciatura en sociología 
y estudios latinoamericanos. 
“Pero la vida no va en línea 
recta”, dijo él. “A veces, te 
desvías y, esos desvíos, te 
muestran otras posibilidades”. 
Después de trabajar en un 
jardín de niños, Tobar se dedicó 
a escribir gratuitamente en El 
Tecolote, un periódico de L.A.
“Me cautivó; pero aunque era 
un buen escritor, yo sabía que mi 
educación era deplorable”, dijo 
Tobar. “Así que he pasado toda 
mi vida tratando de enmendar 
mi falta de conocimiento en 
literatura y escritura”. 
Él se convirtió en un escritor 
estudiado y comenzó a trabajar 
en su actual empleo en L.A. 
Times. 
Tobar, que ganó el premio 
Pulitzer en 1992 por la 
cobertura de los disturbios 
raciales que tuvieron lugar en 
la ciudad de Los Ángeles, es 
conocido como “el estilista” por 
su prosa colorida y enérgica.
“He dedicado mi vida a ser la 
voz de aquellos que han vivido 
lo que yo y a aprender el arte de 
la escritura”, dijo él.
No fue sino hasta 1998 que 
Tobar publicó su primera obra 
titulada “The Tattooed Soldier” o 
“El soldado tatuado” (Penguin 
Books, 1998), que cuenta la 
historia de un guatemalteco que 
huyó de la guerra civil en su país 
hacia los Estados Unidos. Una 
vez en este país, se encuentra 
con el asesino de su esposa e 
hijo y planea su venganza.
“Pude haber podado el 
césped y ganar más dinero de lo 
que gané con esa novela”, dijo 
él. “Pero la satisfacción de tener 
un libro con tu nombre en él, no 
tiene precio”.
Su segunda obra 
literaria “Translation 
Nation”,(Riverhead Trade, 
2005), alienta al lector a 
enorgullecerse de su lugar de 
origen, pues es ahí donde yace 
nuestra fuerza.
Tobar dijo que su trabajo es 
una celebración de la fortaleza 
que la experiencia de vivir entre 
límites crea en la gente.
Su tercer libro, “The 
Barbarian Nurseries”(Farrar, 
Straus and Giroux, 2011), 
habla sobre una inmigrante 
indocumentada acusada 
injustamente de secuestro.
Actualmente, Tobar trabaja 
en su siguiente proyecto 
“God, the Devil and 33 Men”, 
que cuenta la historia de los 
mineros chilenos que quedaron 
atrapados en una mina de cobre 
durante 69 días.
“Todo aquello que 
consideraba aspectos tristes y 
trágicos de mi vida, en realidad 
era bendiciones. Mis escritos 
son mi esfuerzo por capturar 
ese sentimiento, un intento de 
construir la verdad del lugar 
de donde vengo y ofrecerle una 
voz”, concluyó Tobar. 
Al final de la presentación, 
hubo una ronda de preguntas 
y respuestas abierta al público.
Carlos Zurita, estudiante de 
sociología y seguidor del autor, 
estaba entre los presentes.
“Yo soy un gran seguidor de 
él, pues leí su última novela”, 
dijo Zurita. “Sólo vine [a la 
presentación] porque un 
maestro comentó sobre la visita 
de Tobar a la universidad. Le 
pedí permiso para salir de la 
clase y venir a conocerlo. Es la 
primera vez que conozco a un 
escritor”.
Por Viridiana Zúñiga 
eDitoRa De eSPaÑol
Héctor aguilar/collegian
Conservando nuestras tradiciones regionales
El alcalde de Brownsville, 
Tony Martínez, felicita 
a las miembros de Pan 
American Round Table I por 
su esfuerzo de conservar 
las tradiciones regionales 
de la ciudad. Esto se llevó 
a cabo el 6 de febrero en 
el Museo de Disfraces de 
las Américas. A la izquierda 




Héctor Tobar comparte sus experiencias durante conferencia
Los tres vestidos 
regionales más 
comunes el Día 
del Charro son 
el jalisciense, el 
oaxaqueño y el 
chiapaneco. Estos 
y otros trajes están 
en exhibición en el 
Museo de Disfraces de 
las Américas que se 
encuentra en el Centro 
de Educación Cultural 
Mitte dentro del parque 
Dean Porter.
Student Union invita a 
estudiantes y miembros de la 
comunidad a exponer sus obras 
artísticas en la cuarta exhibición 
de arte titulada Artopia.
“Estamos aceptando piezas de 
segunda y tercera dimensión”, 
dijo Patricia Longoria, 
subdirectora de Student Union. 
La exhibición se llevará a 
cabo a las 6 p.m. del 5 de marzo. 
La fecha límite para remisión es 
el 27 de febrero. 
“Un juez vendrá durante esa 
semana para calificar las obras 
del evento”, dijo ella. “Según su 
criterio, elegirá las piezas que se 
exhibirán”.
La juez será la directora de la 
Galería Rusteberg, Samantha 
García.
“Aceptaremos a todos los 
participantes que podamos”, 
dijo Longoria. “La selección de 
obras se hará cuando la juez 
haga la deliberación”.
Cada artista podrá presentar 
dos piezas solamente.
Las restricciones de peso y 
longitud incluyen:
--Las piezas en tercera 
dimensión no deberán pesar 
más de 200 libras 
--Las piezas en segunda 
dimensión no deberán pesar 
más de 50 libras
--Las piezas no deberán 
medir más de 48 x 60 pulgadas 
ni menos de 14 x 16 pulgadas
--Las obras de instalación no 
deberán medir más de 10 x 3 x 
8 pies.
Habrá un ganador por 
categoría. 
La mejor pieza en segunda 
dimensión recibirá, $75; 
la mejor pieza en tercera 
dimensión, $75; y la mejor 
pieza de la exhibición, $150.
“Los participantes 
necesitarán un formulario de 
inscripción”, dijo Longoria. 
Para más información llame al 
882-5033. Los formularios de 
inscripción están disponibles 
en Student Union 1.16. 
Habilidades artísticas en exhibición
Por Viridiana Zúñiga
eDitoRa De eSPaÑol
El novelista y autor de “Translation Nation”, Héctor Tobar, ofreció una conferencia el 6 de febrero en 
Student Union donde habló sobre su vida, sus metas y sus obras.
Héctor aguilar/collegian
La ganadora del año pasado, Dana Pope.
Foto De aRchiVo
14 | February 13, 2012the collegian
Your Fast Track to a Career 
in Public Health
Houston                 Austin                Brownsville                Dallas                El Paso                San Antonio 
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH
The University of Texas School of Public Health
Brownsville Regional Campus announces 
a new 4+1 program with The University of Texas at
Brownsville. Students in Biology, Exercise Science,
Kinesiology, Mathematics or Psychology can now
earn a bachelor's degree and master of public
health degree in one program. This combined 
program reduces the time of earning both degrees
separately by one year. 
Call UTSPH admissions for more information: 
956-882-6745
or visit us at sph.uth.tmc.edu/campuses/brownsville/






UTB/TSC then heads home for Friday doubleheader vs. Texas Wesleyan
By Valerie Nichole Secrease  
SportS Editor 
The UTB/TSC 
Baseball Team has 
a busy schedule this 
spring, having already 
started its season with a 
5-3 record.
On Tuesday, the 
Scorpions will make 
their way to Texas 
A&M-Kingsville for a 
doubleheader showdown 
against the Javelinas 
starting at 3 p.m. On 
Friday, the team will be 
back on Scorpion Field 
to play against its rival, 
the Texas Wesleyan 
University Rams, in 
another doubleheader 
at 1 p.m. And, finally, on 
Saturday the Scorpions 
will finish off their 
week with a third game 
against the Rams that 
will begin at 1 p.m.
Last week the 
Scorpions started their 
conference games by 
hosting a three-game 
series against the 
Lions of Southwestern 
Assemblies of God 
University. Results were 
not available at press 
time. 
On Feb. 3, the team 
played a doubleheader 
against the Jaguars 
of the University of 
Houston-Victoria.
 In the first game, the 
Scorpions shut out the 
Jaguars 9-0 in a seven-
inning game. Shortstop 
Joel Fernandez and 
outfielder Colby Henscey 
scored home runs in 
the second and third 
innings, respectively.
UTB/TSC led the 
second game 4-2 until it 
was caught by surprise 
in the sixth and seventh 
innings when the 
Jaguars scored five runs, 
according to a UTB/TSC 
Athletics news release. 
Fernandez and third 
baseman Kyle Douglass 
each scored two runs.
The Jaguars returned 
the next day to challenge 
the Scorpions in another 
doubleheader played at 
Scorpion Field. 
UHV got a head 
start on pitcher Zach 
Armstrong when it 
scored seven runs in the 
first two innings of the 
game. Five innings later, 
the Jaguars still kept the 
lead with a score of 9-1.
 The Scorpions came 
alive, coming back to 
score seven unearned 
runs, six after two outs 
were made in the inning. 
Outfielder Zach Cordia’s 
two-run double changed 
the score to 9-8, leaving 
the Scorpions only one 
run short of a tie.   
  UHV changed pitchers 
shortly after and kept 
the one-run lead over 
the Scorpions to end the 
game. 
 The Scorpions had 
eight hits, three by first 
baseman Matt Ginn, 
who also scored twice. 
Fernandez had two hits. 
Cordia and infielder 
Robert Mariscal each 
drove in two runs.
    The second game was 
cut short due to lightning 
and a thunderstorm. 
Pitcher Adam Vera 
performed well, 
throwing 68 pitches, 49 
strikes and 19 balls in 
six innings. Sophomore 
Baylr Bickerton replaced 
Vera on the mound in 
the seventh inning and 
allowed only one run.
    The Scorpions took 
home the win against 
the Jaguars 6-2.          
    Midfielder Scott 
Frazier and outfielder 
Peter Maldonado each 
had two hits, with 
Frazier and Douglass 
driving in two runs 




UTB/TSC shortstop Joel Fernandez bats the first home run Feb. 3 against the University of Houston-Victoria Jaguars at Scorpion Field. The Scorpions defeated the Jaguars 9-0.
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Tuesday:
 Doubleheader vs. Texas A&M-
Kingsville @ 3 p.m. (Away)
Friday: 
Doubleheader vs. Texas Wesleyan 
University @1 p.m. (Scorpion Field)
Saturday: 
Scorpions vs. Texas Wesleyan 
University @ 1 p.m. (Scorpion Field)
Feb. 17:
Tennis tournament 2 p.m.
Registration: until Wednesday
March 2:




3-v-3 water basketball tournament 
 4 p.m.
Registration: Feb. 20-29
For more information, call: 
(956) 882-5972
Name: Joel Fernandez




Who do you look up to?
“I look up to my family because 
most of them play sports. 
Actually, my dad played semi-
professional baseball in Mexico, 
and ever since then I’ve loved 
the sport. Of course I look up to 
him.”
How does it feel scoring 
your first home run of the 
season?
“It felt great. I actually didn’t 
know that the ball was going out. 
He just threw me a fastball inside, 
and I got my hands inside. Like I 
said, I didn’t know the ball was 
going out. As I was rounding first 
base, my coach told me that they 
had caught the ball so I stopped. 
But afterwards, the umpire said 
it was a home run, so I just kept 
running.”
What do you enjoy doing in 
your free time?
“I like to collect hats--baseball 
hats, all kinds of hats. I have a 
ton of them, and watches.”
What is the proudest 
moment that you have had 
in your baseball career?
“It was last year when we played 
Northwood [University] in 
the conference tournament. 
We had to win two games in 
order to qualify for the national 
tournament. The first game 
was really, really close and the 
second one we just knew that we 
were going to win, so I was really 
proud of myself and really proud 
of my teammates and all of the 
effort we put into it.”
--Valerie Nichole Secrease
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